Brad Wright participated in stakeholder discussions around the design of Ontario Regulation 298/12,
which held manufacturers responsible for ensuring the public had access to pharmacy-based take-back

prugmrnsfursharp& and unused pharmaceuticals.

alifornia has a hodgepodee of proprams allowing
consumers to dispose of potentially dangerous
medications and sharps. But our neiphbors to the
— north have a sustainable solution, one thar doesnt
burden the taxpayer or ratepayer.

Pharmacies throughour Canada have been offering free rake-
back for unused medications and sharps since the eardy 1990,
Mot oanly is this service pood for the environment and pubdic
health and safery. it is also good for business, sccording to Brad
Wright, principal consudiant for Environment and Resources
Consulting in Toronto. Pharmacies began voluntarily collecting
and disposing of sharps and unused medications as an additional
seTvice to Etract custemers o their renail locations, he says.

Pharmacy-based take-back proprams make a lot of sense,
offering convenience 2nd accessibility o customers, as well
as expertise in managing these materials safely, Wright says.
However, a sipnificant percentage of the materials collected in
such programs ended up in the municipal harardous and special
waste coflection system — at the taxpayers’ expense.

To address this problem, lawmakers in Ontario mmed to
a reputatory model based on extended producer responsibility
(EPR}, a strategy for placing responsibility for end-of-
life product manzpement on the producers, rather than
externalized onte government.

Wright was formerly the vice president of Stericycle

A model for the safe and easy disposal of
pills and sharps lies just to the north

f They Can Do It in Canada,

‘Canada, 3 firm that provided services to pharmaries ensuring
safe disposal for their collection programs. He paricipated in
stakeholder mestings to develop effactive EPR repulation for

the disposal of pharmaceuticals and sharps. Ontario Repulation

9812 came info effect on Oct. 1, 2012, and assignad
respansibilicy for end-of-life management of pharmaceutical
waste and sharps vo the manofachurers, without dictating how
they accomplish this. This allowed manufacturers to work
collectively through the national Health Products Stewardship
Association, which built opon and expanded the existing
pharmacy-based disposal nerwork on behalf of indusiry, while
the manufzcnrers assumed the costs instead of raxpayers.

“The provinee of Ontario is now a vear and 2 half intwo it,
and bath programs are operating exceptionally well,” Wright
says. “The burden of cost shified from the retil pharmacy o
industry. And with the shifi in that burden of cost, pharmacy
enroilment in the program for collecting this marerial ripled.
Better accessibility for the consumer means that more marerial
is being returned o these collection locations by the consumer,
and less of it is making its way into the environment.”

Mow, California may pet its chance vo follow Canadas
lead. State Sen. Hannah-Beth Jackson has been sctively
working over the past year to enact EPR lepistation for
pharmaceuicals, which she hopes will parner support in the
Senare and Assembly.

by Shannon Sprinpmeyer

Wiright suppests thar the suecess of EPR programs in Canada
for these products, poing back a decade, could be examined by
industry and lawmalcers alike in California.

“These programs hm.u been
operating for years, and operating
very effectiv elm meeting targets
in -’]£-1T?r|_] *; aterial managed

properly.”
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“The onus in terms of liability has to be on the individual
produoces, and what they really shoukd do is look two the excellent
example here in Canada — in B.C., Manitoba, and Ontario
— of how these programs have been operating for years, and
operating very effectively, meeting tarpets in petting this material
manaped properly,” Wright says,



